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taken cum grano salis.182 Nevertheless, his characteriza-
tions of M. Poincare in the following quotations seem to be
substantially accurate. He describes the new Minister of
Foreign Affairs as "a very strong personality"; a man whose
sensitive amour propre must be "taken into account"; one
who "while often displaying useless rudeness and breaking
.windows without reason, has never given me cause to doubt
his veracity"; "a passionate character and one who goes
in a straight-line," whose "energy and decision" it is im-
portant to have wholly on Russia's side and turn to advan-
tage.183 After his election to the Presidency, M. Poincare
told Izvolski that he would still "have full opportunity to
influence directly the foreign policy of France, and that he
would not fail to take advantage of it to insure intact the
policy founded on a close alliance with Russia. In his
opinion it is of the highest importance for the French Gov-
ernment to prepare French opinion in advance to take part
in a war which might break out over the Balkan question.
For this reason the French Government requests us not to
undertake any personal action of a nature to provoke such
a war without an exchange of views beforehand with
France."184 Thenceforth, to the World War, the Russians
found him "an ardent and convinced partisan of a close
union between France and Russia and of a constant
exchange of views between the two allies on all the most
important questions of international policy";185 and in
182 M, Poincare has much to say on this score (e.g., I, 294 ff., 317ff.;
II, 335ff,; III, 90ff.). He has even said that he had so little confidence in
Izvolski that in August, 1912, he "made energetic representations about him
to M, Kokovtsev, President of the Russian Council, asking for his recall"
(Foreign Affairs (N.Y.), Oct. 1925, p. 10). If this is true, and if he had
so little confidence in Izvolski before the War as he indicates in his
post-war memoirs, it is a pity he did not make his energetic representations
to the Tsar and to Izvolski's official superior, M. Sazonov, and really
secure his recall. Probably he feared that to do so might antagonize
Sazonov and weaken the Alliance.
133 L,N., I, 203, 216, 266, 281 f.        184L.N., II, 14 f.
M II, 360.   Kokovtsev had the same impression (ibid., II, 393).